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HISTORY /ART & CULTURE  
 

1. Banda Singh Bahadur 

In News 

Release of Banda Singh Bahadur Martyrdom Monument Poster, ahead of his 306th Martyrdom 

Day organised by National Monuments Authority. 

About Banda Singh Bahadur 

 

   

 

ü Baba Banda Singh Bahadur was a great warrior to defend India and defeat the 

Mughals.  

ü His original name was Baba Madho Das and he was a Bairagi Sadhu. As a youth, 

he decided to be a samana (ascetic), and until 1708, when he became 

a disciple of Guru Gobind Singh, he was known as Madho Das. 

ü Baba Banda Singh Bahadur aimed at National awakening and Liberation of the 

country from the oppressive rule of the Mughals.  

ü After his initiation into the Sikh brotherhood, he took the name Banda Singh Bahadur 

and became a respected general. 

ü Banda Singh set out in 1709 to attack the Mughals, conquering large tracts of territory. 

His pillaging and massacring in the Deccan led the Mughal rulers finally to move 

against him in force.  
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ü After an eight-month siege, the fortress town of Gurdas Nangal fell to the Mughals 

in 1715.  

ü Baba Banda Singh Bahadur and his son Ajai Singh were martyred on 9 June, 1716 

A.D. along with his other 18 companions near a gate en-route the tomb of so-called 

Sufi saint Qutub-ud-din Bakhtiar kaki at Mehrauli .     

ü After that Baba Banda Singh Bahadurôs cruelly martyred.  His glorious martyrdom 

validates Bhagat Kabirôs rendition in Guru Granth Sahib. 

 

2. Mongoliaôs Buddha Purnima 

In News 

Holy Relics of Lord Buddha to be taken from India to Mongolia for an 11-day exposition on 

occasion of Mongoliaôs Buddha Purnima on 14th June, 2022. 

About Mongoliaôs Buddha Purnima 

ü Buddha Purnima is the most sacred day in the Buddhist calendar. It is the most 

important festival of the Buddhists and is celebrated with great enthusiasm. 

ü The exact date of Vesak is the first full moon in the fourth month in the Chinese lunar 

calendar. The date varies from year to year in the Gregorian calendar but is typically in 

May. 

ü Followers of Buddhism have been celebrating Buddhist festivals for centuries, but the 

decision to celebrate this day formally was only taken at the first conference of the 

World Fellowship of Buddhists held in Sri Lanka in 1950. 

ü This day is marked by chanting and praying sessions, Buddhist rituals and ceremonies, 

awarding events and exhibition for essay writing and painting competitions take place 

at Buddhist monasteries, including the famous Gandantegchinlen Monastery. 

ü The Holy Buddha Relics, currently housed in the National Museum, are known as the 

óKapilvastu Relicsô since they are from a site in Bihar first discovered in 1898 which 

is believed to be the ancient city of Kapilvastu. 
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3. National Monuments Authority  

In News 

A team of NMA to visit Arunachal Pradesh to identify new additions in the list of Centrally 

Protected Monuments from the state 

About National Monuments Authority  

ü National Monuments Authority has been established under the provisions of óThe 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment and 

Validation) Act, 2010'. 

ü National Monuments Authority (NMA) is under the Ministry of Culture , Govt. of 

India. 

ü Several functions have been assigned to the NMA for the protection and preservation 

of monuments and sites through management of the prohibited and regulated area 

around the centrally protected monuments. 

ü The Act provides for NMA to be constituted with a chairperson and up to 5 Whole 

Time and 5 Part Time Members each and a Member Secretary. DG ASI is an ex 

officio Member. 

 

4. Sri Alluri Sitarama Raju  

In News 

Union Minister G Kishan Reddy to review preparations being made for commemoration of the 

yearlong 125th birth anniversary celebrations of the revolutionary freedom fighter, Sri Alluri 

Sitarama Raju 

About Sri Alluri Sitarama Raju  

ü Sri Alluri Sitarama Raju is an Indian revolutionary  actively involved in the Indian 

Freedom Struggle. 

ü Born 4th July 1897, he is revered across the states of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Odisha and Karnataka as ñManyam Veeruduò or the ñHero of Jungleò and is a 

household name in these states. 
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ü Sri Alluri Seetarama united various tribes, taught them guerrilla warfare  and trained 

them to fight back with the exploitative colonial power. He was one of the bravest 

revolutionaries and freedom fighters. 

ü When the British government passed the Forest Act, 1882 that banned the villagers 

from practicing their traditional agricultural system of shifting cultivation, forcing 

them to raise particular types of crops, Alluri Seetarama initiated the famous ñRampa 

Rebellion'' or Manyam Rebellion in 1922-1924. 

ü During the period of two years, he fought multiple times with the British troops, 

always winning against them. The Britishers were focused on capturing and defeating 

him. He was captured by the British deployed Assam rifle battalion. 

ü In the year 1986, the Indian Postal Department issued a stamp on his behalf, featuring 

his struggle for Independence. 

ü Along with the 125th birth anniversary of Sri Alluri Sitarama Raju the Government 

of India will also be commemorating the 100th year of the Rampa freedom 

struggle. 

 

5. Modhera Sun Temple 

In News 

Union Minister Shri Parshottam Rupala participates in International Day of Yoga celebrations 

at Modhera Sun Temple, Mehsana, Gujarat. 

About Modhera Sun Temple 

ü Sun Temple Modhera Sun Temple at Modhera is one of the few shrines that are 

dedicated to the Sun God. It is situated on the banks of Pushpavati River in 

Modhera. 

ü In 1026, the temple was built by King Bhimdev of the Solanki dynasty (believed to 

be the descendants of the lineage of Sun God). This ancient temple revives the 

reminiscences of Sun Temple at Konark in Odisha. 

ü The Temple is divided into three parts namely:  

o Surya Kund 

o Sabha Mandap  
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o Guda Mandap 

ü This shrine is designed in a manner, so that the first rays of the Sun cast on the 

image of the Lord Surya.  

ü Erected on a high platform , the Temple appears majestic with its grand structure. 

However, the spires are out of the scene, but the 'Toranas' (Archways) that lead to 

the main halls overshadow the absence of spires or shikhars.  

ü The Temple was plundered by Mahmud Ghazni, still the architectural grandeur is 

not vanished. 

ü Modhera dance festival is the major festival that is observed by the Sun Temple. 

This dance festival is organized to keep the Indian traditions and culture alive. 

ü No worship is offered now and is protected monument maintained by Archaeological 

Survey of India. 

6. Mahuli group of temples 

 

In News 

 The National Monuments Authority will submit a report on the comprehensive development 

of Mahuli group of temples to the Ministry of Culture. 

 About Mahuli group of temples 

 

ü Mahuli Group Of temples also known as óDakshin Kashiô, comprises five temples. 

ü Located near Satara, Maharashtra at confluence of Rivers Krishna and Venna. 

ü Belonging to 11th and 12th CE in Hemadpanthi style of architecture. 

ü Hemadpanthi style is named after its founder, Hemadpant, who was the prime 

minister at the court of Seuna Yadavas of Devagiri.  

ü Features: Built-in dry-stone masonry with Garbhagriha, Mandapa, Heptagonal 

compound and Deepmaal- a tall structure carved out of one stone. 
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7. Mangarh Hillock   

In News 

The Prime Minister has declared Mangarh Dham in Rajasthan a national monument. 

About Mangarh Hillock  

ü The hillock, situated at the Gujarat -Rajasthan border 

ü It is a site of a tribal uprising  where a massacre of over 1500 Bhil tribal freedom 

fighters took place in 1913, six years before Jallianwallah Bagh massacre. 

ü On November 17, 1913, British forces opened fire on tribals gathered at the site who 

were holding a peaceful meeting in protest, led by a leader from the community 

Govind Guru. 

ü The Event is Known as mini Jallianwallah Bagh massacre/ Adivasi Jallianwala 

History of the Event 

ü Govind Guru, influenced by social reformers like Dayanand Saraswati launched the 

óBhagat movementô among the Bhil Tribals asking them to adhere to vegetarianism, 

and abstain from all types of intoxicants but slowly took on a political hue and turned 

into a movement against the oppressive policies of the British.  

ü The Bhils began opposing taxes imposed by the British and forced labour imposed by 

the princely states of Banswara, Santrampur, Dungarpur and Kushalgarh. 

ü From October 1913, Govind guru asked his followers to gather at Mangarh hill from 

where they would conduct their operations.  

ü The British asked them to vacate Mangarh hill by November 15, but they refused. On 

November 17, 1913, the tribals were gathering for a meeting when the British forces 

opened fire on the crowd. 

About Bhil Tribe  

ü  The word Bhil is derived from ñVeelò, which means ñbowò in the Dravidian 

language. 
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ü The Bhil tribe is called ñDhanush Purush of Indiaò because they are highly adept 

at learning Dhanush. 

ü Bhils are a group of tribal Indians scattered throughout India from Gujarat in the 

west to Tripura in the Far East. 

ü As of 2013, they were the largest tribal group in India  with the majority living 

in the states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 

ü  Bhils have a rich and unique culture. 

o The Bhil are known to be excellent archers, skilled sculptors coupled with 

deep knowledge about their local geography. 

o Traditionally, experts in guerrilla warfare , most of them today are farmers 

and agricultural labourers. 

o The Bhilala subdivision is known for its Pithora painting. 

o Ghoomar is a traditional folk dance of the Bhil tribe. 

Á The young women take part in this dance and declare that they are 

stepping into womenôs shoes 

 

8. Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

In News 

India has been elected to the Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCOôs 2003 Convention 

for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) for the 2022-2026 cycle. 

About Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)  

ü As per UNESCO, Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) includes traditions  or living 

expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such as 

o Oral traditions 

o Performing arts 

o Social practices, rituals & festive events 

o Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge 

and skills to produce traditional crafts. 

ü The list was established in 2008 when the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage took effect. 
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ü The UNESCOôs Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

has 492 elements currently. 

UNESCOôs Convention for Safeguarding the ICH 

ü The Convention of the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was 

adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) in 2003 and entered into force in 2006. 

ü It comprises 24 members and is elected in the General Assembly for four years. 

India  

ü India has 14 intangible cultural heritage elements on the prestigious UNESCO 

Representative List of ICH of Humanity. 

ü The Ministry of Culture  makes regular Schemes, as well as organizations, make 

efforts toward the preservation, protection, and promotion of intangible cultural 

heritage in the country 

List of Indian elements 

¶ The tradition of Vedic chanting (2008) 

¶ Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana (2008) 

¶ Kutiyattam , Sanskrit theatre (2008) 

¶ Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal 

Himalayas, India (2009) 

¶ Mudiyettu,  ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala (2010) 

¶ Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan (2010) 

¶ Chhau dance (2010) 

¶ Buddhist chanting of Ladakh (2012) 

¶ Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming, and dancing of Manipur (2013) 

¶ Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the 

Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab, India (2014) 

¶ Yoga (2016) 

¶ Nawrouz(2016) 

¶ Kumbh Mela  (2017) 
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¶ Durga puja of Kolkata (2021) 

 

9. Saint Ramanujacharya 

In News 

Union home minister, Amit Shah virtually unveiled the óStatue of Peaceô of Swamy 

Ramanujacharya in Srinagar, located in a temple in the Sonwar region. 

About Saint Ramanujacharya 

ü Saint Ramanujacharya, also known as Ramanuja, is considered to be a great thinker, 

philosopher and social reformer, a south Indian Brahmin born in Tamil Naduôs 

Sriperumbudur in 11C. 

ü The saint is known for judging people not by their caste at birth, but by their 

character. 

ü Ramanuja is known to have  

o Revolted against discrimination of untouchability   

o Advocated Egalitarian Society 

o Encouraged temple entry to all  

o Propounded concept of óvasudhaiva kudumbakamô 

ü He is a follower of ñVaishnavismò and taught people the principles of salvation. 

ü Propounded doctrine of Vishishtadvaita or qualified oneness. 

ü Revived Bhakti movement and is considered inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, 

Bhakt Ramdas, Thyagarja, Kabir etc. 

ü  He wrote many books, including  

o Sri Bhashya 

o Vedartha Sangraha 

o Bhagavad Gita Bhasya, 

ü He is belived to be the first Hindu Acharya  to initiate women into Sanyasa. After 

Ramanujaôs demise, the female community of ósanyasinisô faded away. 
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10. Anushilan Samiti 

      In News  

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan calls for including information about Anusilan Samity in NCF 

to inspire the next generation. 

      About Anushilan Samity 

ü Anushilan Samity was an Indian fitness club, which was actually used as an 

underground society for anti-British revolutionaries arose in Bengal in 1902.  

ü In the first quarter of the 20th century, the Samity challenged British rule in India 

by engaging in militant nationalism, including bombings, assassinations, and 

politically motivated violence and collaborated with other revolutionary 

organisations in India and abroad. 

ü It had two prominent, somewhat independent, arms in East and West Bengal, 

Dhaka Anushilan Samity (centred in Dhaka), and the Jugantar group (centred in 

Calcutta). 

ü It was led by the nationalists Aurobindo Ghosh and his brother Barindra Ghosh, 

influenced by philosophies like Italian Nationalism , and the Pan-Asianism of 

Kakuzo Okakura. 

ü These were followed by the 1912 attempt on the life of the Viceroy of India, and 

the Seditious conspiracy during World War I, led by Rash Behari Bose and 

Jatindranath Mukherjee respectively. 

ü The organisation moved away from its philosophy of violence in the 1920s due to 

the influence of the Indian National Congress and the Gandhian non-violent 

movement. 

ü The Samity's violent and radical philosophy revived in the 1930s, when it was 

involved in the Kakori conspir acy, the Chittagong armoury raid , and other actions 

against the administration in British-occupied India. 

ü The threat posed by the activities of the Samity in Bengal during World War I, along 

with the threat of a Ghadarite uprising in Punjab, led to the passage of Defence of 

India Act 1915 and which which crushed the East Bengal Branch. 

ü The Jugantar branch formally dissolved in 1938.  
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ü After independence the party in West Bengal evolved into the Revolutionary 

Socialist Party, while the Eastern Branch later evolved into the Shramik Krishak 

Samajbadi Dal (Workers and Peasants Socialist Party) in present-day Bangladesh. 

 

11. Pingali Venkayya 

       In News  

The Ministry of Culture is organizing ñTiranga Utsavò - to celebrate the  contributions of  

Pingali Venkayya to the nation on the occasion of  his 146th Birth Anniversary. 

About Pingali Venkayya 

ü Pingali Venkayya, a freedom fighter and the designer of Indiaôs National Flag was 

born on 2 August 1876, in Bhatlapenumarru, Madras Presidency, British India 

(present day Machilipatnam in Andhra Pradesh) 

ü Venkayya was sent to South Africa to fight in the Second Boer War (1899-1902) as 

a British Indian Army soldier, where he met Mahatma Gandhi. 

ü Venkayyaôs design for the National Flag was approved by Mahatma Gandhi in a 

Congress meeting in Vijayawada in 1921. 

ü The initial flag, called the Swaraj flag, consisted of two red and green bands; 

represented the two major religious communities ð the Hindus and the Muslims. The 

flag also had a charkha, which represented Swaraj. 

ü Later Venkayya added a white band which represented peace. 

ü 1931: The Congress Committee met in Karachi and adopted the tricolour (that of 

Pingali Venkayya) as Indiaôs national flag. 

ü Red was replaced with saffron and the order of the colours was changed. The flag 

was to have no religious interpretation. 

ü Saffron on top symbolises ñstrength and courageò, white in the middle represents 

ñpeace and truthò, green at the bottom stands for ñfertility, growth and 

auspiciousness of the landò. The charkha was placed on the white band in the middle.  

ü Post-Independence, a national flag committee under President Rajendra Prasad 

replaced the charkha with the Ashok Chakra 
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12. Lachit Borphukan  

       In News 

Recently, the Assam government made a request to include Lachit Borphukanôs valour in 

textbooks. 

      About Lachit Borphukan  

ü The Ahom kings ruled parts of what is now modern-day Assam and parts of its 

neighbouring states for 600 years.  

ü Their rule coincided with the time that the Mughals dominated much of south Asia, 

yet the Ahoms held out and are believed to have ódefeated the Mughals 17 timesô. 

ü Led two battles against an alien Mughal army. 

o Battle of Alaboi: 

Á Fought on August 5, 1669 in the Alaboi Hills  near Dadara in North 

Guwahati. 

Á Aurangzeb had ordered the invasion in 1669 under his ally Rajput 

Raja Ram Singh I who led a combined Mughal and Rajput army.  

Á Borphukan engaged in guerrilla warfare , assaulting the invaders 

and then falling back until Ram Singh I unleashed his entire 

forces on the Ahoms, defeating them in the Battle of Alaboi. 

o Naval battle in Saraighat in 1671: 

Á Lachit Borphukonôs valorous leadership led to the decisive defeat 

of the Mughals. 

Á According to historical accounts, Lachit is said to have tricked the 

Mughals by feigning an attack in front.  

Á As the fleet advanced on the river Brahmaputra, the main Ahom 

fleet attacked from behind, sealing a victory for the locals. 
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About Ahom Dynasty 

 

 

13. Charaideo moidams 

In News 

Ahom burial sites to vie for UNESCO tag. 

About Charaideo moidams 

ü The word Charaideo has been derived from three Tai Ahom words, Che-Rai-Doi. 

ñCheò means city or town, ñRaiò means ñto shineò and ñDoiò means hill. 

ü There are over 150 moidams in the region, only 30 are protected by the 

Archaeological Survey of India which are major tourist attractions.  

ü Central government has decided to put forth the name of Assamôs Charaideo moidams 

burial sites for addition to UNESCO World Heritage Sites list. 

Importance of Charaideo 

ü Charaideo is considered to be the first capital city of Ahom , established in 1253 AD 

by king Sukaphaa. 
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ü Sukaphaa was laid to rest in Charaideo and subsequent royals also chose it as their 

own resting place.  
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14. Quit India Movement 

In News  

The year 2022 marks 80 years of the Quit India Movement. 

On August 9, 1942, the biggest mass movement of the Indian freedom struggle,The Quit India 

Movement was launched.. 

About Quit India Movement 

ü Also known as the India August Movement or August Kranti and was officially 

launched on 9 August 1942. 

ü The AICC conference in Mumbai on August 8, 1942, approved the resolution of 

the Quit India movement.  

ü Following the defeat of the Cripps Mission, the resolution of the Quit India 

movement was adopted at the Mumbai session. 

ü The movement gave the slogans óQuit Indiaô or óBharat Chodoô. 

ü While Gandhi gave the clarion call of Quit India, the slogan was coined by Yusuf 

Meherally, a socialist and trade unionist who also served as Mayor of Bombay. 

ü  On August 8, 1942, Gandhi addressed the people in the Gowalia Tank maidan in 

Bombay (Mumbai) and gave the slogan óDo or dieô. 

ü Mahatma Gandhi served as the chairman of the All -India Congress Committee, 

which decided to start the movement at the Bombay session. 

ü After the arrest of major leaders, young Aruna Asaf Ali presided over the AICC 

session 

ü Phases: 

o The first half of the movement was peaceful with demonstrations and 

processions. The peaceful protest was carried till Mahatma Gandhiôs release. 

o The second half of the movement was violent with raids and setting fire at 

post offices, government buildings and railway stations.  

¶ Lord Linlithgow adopted the policy of violence. 

o The final phase of the movement was marked on September 1942 where mobs 

getting together and bombings in government places of Mumbai and Madhya 

Pradesh. 
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o The British refused to grant immediate independence and stated that it could 

only be granted after the war ended.  

ü Muslim League, the Communist Party of India and the Hindu Mahasabha did 

not support the movement. The Indian bureaucracy also did not support the 

movement. 

ü The Quit India movement was violently suppressed by the British ð people were 

shot and lathicharged, villages were burnt, and backbreaking fines were imposed. 

 

15. Navroz 

In news 

Vice President greets the nation on the eve of Navroz. 

About Navroz 

ü Navroz or Nowroz is the Parsi New Year which falls between July and August  and 

is believed to have been observed by Iranians and Zorastian for the past 3,000 

years whic  

ü It is celebrated in March globally, marks the beginning of the Iranian calendar, 

except in India, Navroz arrives 200 days later in India and is celebrated in the month 

of August as the Parsis here follow the Shahenshahi calendar that doesnôt account 

for leap years. 

ü In India, people celebrate it twice a year - first according to the Iranian calendar and 

the second according to the Shahenshahi calendar which is followed by people here. 

ü The festival of Navroz or Jamshed-i-Navroz/Jamshed-i-Nouroz is named after the 

Persian king, Jamshed, who is credited for creating the Persian or the Shahenshahi 

calendar. 
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16. Satavahanas 

In News 

Terracotta figurines figure at Cheryal 

About Satavahanas 

ü Satavahana dynasty, belonged to the Andhra jati  (ñtribeò) and was the first 

Deccanese dynasty to build an empire in daksinapatha, i.e., the southern region.  

ü The beginnings of Satavahana ascendancy can be dated to late in the 3rd century 

BCE.  

ü Satavahana rule was limited to certain areas of the western Deccan. Inscriptions 

found in caves, such as those at Nanaghat, Nashik, Karli, and Kanheri, commemorate 

the early rulers Simuka, Krishna, and Shatakarni I. 

ü Gautamiputra Shatakarni was the greatest ruler of the family. His conquests ranged 

from Rajasthan in the northwest to Andhra  in the southeast and from Gujarat in the 

west to Kalinga in the east. 

ü The Indo-Roman trade reached its peak in this period. 

ü The material prosperity is reflected in the liberal patronage of Buddhist and 

Brahmanical communities, enumerated in contemporary inscriptions. 

ü There are no clear indications as to whether a centralized administrative system 

was evolved.  

ü An extensive system of currency was introduced throughout the empire. 

ü Satavahana period terracotta figurines found on Cheryala Patigadda.  

ü This Buddhist terracotta sculpture of the Goddess is similar to the bronze and 

terracotta figurines that were found in earlier Satavahana sites such as Kondapur, 

Pedabonkur and Kotilingala. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enliteias@gmail.com


ENLITE IAS 

22  Contact : enliteias@gmail.com, 799 405 8393 
 

17. Hyderabad Liberation Day 

In News  

Government of India approves year-long commemoration of the Hyderabad Liberation Day. 

About Hyderabad Liberation Day 

ü At the time of independence in 1947, the British gave the princely states a choice 

to merge with either union (India or Pakistan) or stay independent. 

ü Hyderabad was one of the largest princely states within the Indian union, a Hindu-

majority region ruled by a Muslim Nizam. 

ü The Nizam of Hyderabad, Mir Osman Ali Khan under the influence of the Majlis -

e-Itihadul Muslimeen (MIM)  agreed to keep Hyderabad independent of either 

union. 

ü Nizam tried to legitimise the Princely state of Hyderabad by appointing trade officials 

in European countries and sending delegations to the UNSC. 

ü There were civil movements in Hyderabad led by Arya Samaj, Hindu Mahasabha 

and Hyderabad State Congress to fight for Hindu rights in Hyderabad and merge 

the state with the Indian Union. 

ü Nizam feared the uprising by the majority-Hindu community, so he sanctioned the 

creation of Razakars led by Kasim Razvi, which was to be a paramilitary wing of 

the MIM.   

ü Razakars were empowered by Nizam to suppress Hindu uprisings and movements 

by whatever means possible and they village to village and mass-murdered, raped and 

kidnapped several Hindu villagers. 

ü The Indian Army under Operation Polo in 1948 through a 5-day battle, on 

September 17th 1948 annexed Hyderabad from the Nizam and integrated it into the 

territory of India.   

ü The Nizam of Hyderabad surrendered to the Indian Home Minister Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel and agreed to accede Hyderabad to India.  

ü Qasim Razvi was jailed from 1948-1957, after which he took asylum in Pakistan. 

ü The MIM was banned for a brief period in 1948, after which it changed its name to 

AIMIM (All India Majlis -e-Itihadul Muslimeen).  
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18. UNESCO learning city 

In News 

Thrissur was included in the UNESCO learning city 

About UNESCO learning city 

ü The UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities (GNLC) is an international 

policy-oriented network providing inspiration, know-how and best practice which 

supports the achievement of all seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

in particular SDG 4 and SDG 11. 

ü This project primarily aims at converting the people into lifelong learners. 

ü Nilambur, Thrissur and Warangal  were nominated by the National Commission 

for UNESCO and recommended by a jury of experts. 

ü Cities with a population of five lakh and above were usually considered by the 

UNESCO for GNLC status. Nilambur  has been the first town  to be included in the 

GNLC with less than one lakh population. 

ü The geographic location of Nilambur with its ócruising townô status and its potentials 

in agriculture and tourism helped Nilambur attain the UNESCO recognition. 

 

19. Kartavya Path 

In News  

PM inaugurates 'Kartavya Path' and unveils the statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at 

India Gate. 

About Kartavya Path 

ü Kartavya Path, formerly known as RajPath (Kingsway), is a ceremonial boulevard 

in New Delhi that runs from Rashtrapati Bhavan on Raisina Hill through Vijay Chowk 

and India Gate. 

ü It symbolises a shift from erstwhile Rajpath being an icon of power, to Kartav ya 

Path being an example of public ownership and empowerment. 
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ü It is where the annual Republic Day parade takes place on 26 January. 

ü The Prime Minister also unveiled the statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at India 

Gate which replaced the hologram statue of Netaji unveiled earlier this year on 

Parakram Diwas. 

 

20. Acharya Vinoba Bhave 

In News  

PM remembers Acharya Vinoba Bhave on his Jayanti. 

About Acharya Vinoba Bhave 

ü Acharya Vinoba Bhave was a nonviolence activist, freedom activist, social reformer 

and spiritual teacher  and an avid follower of Mahatma Gandhi. 

ü He adopted the term Sarvodaya from Gandhi which simply means ñProgress for 

Allò. The Sarvodaya movement under him implemented various programs during 

the 1950s. 

ü He is best known for his 'Bhoodan Movement' (Gift of the Land) in 1951.  The 

movement continued for thirteen years and Vinoba toured the length and breadth of 

the country, a total distance of 58741 Km. 

ü Vinoba was greatly influenced by the Bhagvad Gita and his thoughts and efforts were 

based upon the doctrines of the Holy Book. 

ü He established the Brahma Vidya Mandir in 1959, a small community for women, 

aiming at self-sufficiency. 

 

21. Maharaja Hari Singh 

In News 

After 75 years, Jammu and Kashmir observed a holiday on the birth anniversary of Dogra 

monarch Maharaja Hari Singh. 

 About Maharaja Hari Singh 

ü Maharaja signed the Instrument of Accession with India in 1947, and later shifted 

outside J&K in 1949 
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ü Jammu and Kashmir was one among the 565 princely states of India on which the 

British paramountcy lapsed at the stroke of midnight on 15th August 1947 under the 

Partition Plan provided by the Indian Independence Act. 

ü The rulers of princely states were given an option to join either India or Pakistan.  

ü The ruler of Kashmir Maharaja Hari Singh did not exercise the option immediately. 

He instead offered a proposal of standstill agreement to both India and Pakistan, 

pending the final decision on the stateôs accession. 

ü Pakistan entered into the standstill agreement but it invaded the Kashmir from north 

with an army of soldiers and tribesmen carrying modern weapons. In the early hours 

of 24th October, 1947, thousands of tribal pathan swept into Kashmir. 

ü The Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir appealed to India for help. He sent his 

representative Sheikh Abdullah to Delhi to ask for Indiaôs help. 

ü On 26th October 1947, Maharaja Hari Singh fled from Srinagar and arrived in Jammu 

where he signed an 'Instrument of Accession' of J&K state. 

ü According to the terms of the document, the Indian Jurisdiction would extend to 

external affairs, communications and defence. After the document was signed, Indian 

troops were airlifted into the state and fought alongside the Kashmiris. 

ü On 5th March, 1948, Maharaja Hari Singh announced the formation of an interim 

popular government with Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah as the Prime Minister. 

ü Subsequently, the Maharaja signed a proclamation making yuvraj Karan Singh as 

Regent. 

 Delhi Agreement 

ü In 1951, the state constituent assembly was elected. It met for the first time in 

Srinagar on 31st October 1951. 

ü In 1952, The Delhi Agreement was signed between Prime Ministers of India and 

Jammu & Kashmir giving special position to the state under Indian Constitutional 

framework. 

ü On 6th February 1954, the J&K constituent assembly ratified the accession of the 

state to the Union of India. 
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ü The President of India subsequently issued the constitution order under Article 370 

of the Constitution extending the Union Constitution to the state with some 

exceptions and modifications. 

 

22. Ambedkar tourist circuit  

 In News  

The Central government announced a special tourist circuit named Ambedkar circuit, which 

encompasses five key sites [Panchateerths] associated with Dr B.R. Ambedkar. 

About Ambedkar tourist circuit  

 

 Other Important sites which are not part of Circuit  

ü Raigarh district of Maharashtra where Dr Ambedkar led the Mahad Satyagraha,  

o Mahad Satyagraha was a satyagraha led by Dr. Ambedkar on March 20, 1927 

to allow untouchables to use water in a public tank in Mahad, currently in 

Raigarh district of Maharashtra. 

ü Pune, where he held the first negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi in Yerwada jail on 

a separate electorate for depressed classes, 
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ü Sri Lanka, where he attended a Buddhist conclave that is said to have influenced him 

to convert to Buddhism, 

ü Kolhapur,  where in March 1920, another legendary social reformer, Chatrapati 

Shahuji, , declared Dr Ambedkar the true leader of the oppressed classes in India 

 

23. Madam Bhikaji Cama 

In News  

 The birth anniversary of Madam Bhikaji Cama was celebrated on 24th September. 

 About Madam Bhikaji Cama 

ü Bhikaji Rustom Cama, also known as Madam Cama, born on September 24, 1861 

 Life as a Freedom Fighter:  

ü She propagated the cause of Swaraj among the Indian community in England.  

ü In 1907, Madam Cama became the first person to hoist the Indian flag in the 

International Socialist Congress held at Germany in 1907.    

o Her designed flag had three bands ï Green, Yellow, and Red. Based on the 

Calcutta Flag, the green, yellow and red fields represented Islam, Hinduism, 

and Buddhism respectively 

o The person who supported her in designing this Tricolor was Shyamji 

Krishna Varma. 

ü Bhikaiji Cama moved to Paris where she founded the Paris Indian Society. 

Munchershah Burjorji Godrej  and S.R. Rana were the co-founders of this society. 

ü She was arrested along with Rewabhai Rana while trying to incite Indian troops at 

Bordeaux on their way to the front. Rana was exiled to the Caribbean while Bikhaiji 

Cama was sent to Southern France in 1915.  

ü Literary works : She penned, published, and distributed revolutionary works such as 

óBande Mataramô and óMadanôs Talwarô.  
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24. Bhagath Singh 

In News 

Recently, Prime Minister paid tribute to India's charismatic revolutionary Bhagat Singh on his 

birth anniversary, and announced that the Chandigarh airport will be renamed after Bhagat 

Singh as a tribute to the great freedom fighter. 

About Bhagath Singh 

ü Born as Bhaganwala on the 26th September 1907, in Jullundur Doab district of 

Punjab. 

ü In 1923, Bhagat Singh joined the National College, Lahore which was founded and 

managed by Lala Lajpat Rai and Bhai Parmanand. 

ü The College was set up as an alternative to the institutions run by the Government, 

bringing to the field of education the idea of Swadeshi. 

ü In 1924 in Kanpur, he became a member of the Hindustan Republican Association, 

started by Sachin Sanyal a year earlier. The main organiser of the Association was 

Chandra Shekhar Azad and Bhagat Singh became very close to him. 

ü In 1926 he and his colleagues started a militant youth organisation called the 

Naujawan Bharat Sabha in Lahore. 

ü In April 1926, Bhagat Singh established contact with Sohan Singh Josh and through 

him the 'Workers and Peasants Party' which brought out the monthly magazine 

Kirti in Punjabi. 

o For the next year Bhagat Singh worked with Josh and joined the editorial 

board of Kirti.  

ü In 1927, he was first arrested on charges of association with the Kakori Case, 

accused for an article written under the pseudonym Vidrohi (Rebel). 

ü In 1928, Bhagat Singh changed the name of the Hindustan Republican Association 

to the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). 

ü In 1930, when Azad was shot, the HSRA collapsed.  

ü Naujawan Bharat Sabha replaced HSRA in Punjab. 

ü To take revenge for the death of Lala Lajpat Rai, Bhagat Singh and his associates 

plotted the assassination of James A. Scott, the Superintendent of Police. However, 
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the revolutionaries mistakenly killed J.P. Saunders. The incident is famously known 

as Lahore Conspiracy case (1929). 

ü Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt threw a bomb on 8th April, 1929 in the Central 

Legislative Assembly, in protest against the passing of two repressive bills, the 

Public Safety Bill and the Trade Dispute Bill. 

o The aim, as their leaflet explained, was not to kill but to make the deaf hear, 

and to remind the foreign government of its callous exploitation. 

ü Both Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt surrendered thereafter and faced trial so they could 

further promote their cause. They were awarded life imprisonment for this incident. 

ü However, Bhagat Singh was re-arrested for the murder of J.P. Saunders and bomb 

manufacturing in the Lahore Conspiracy case. 

ü  He was found guilty in this case and was hanged on 23rd March, 1931 in Lahore 

along with Sukhdev and Rajguru. 

ü Every year, 23rd March is observed as Martyrsô Day as a tribute to freedom fighters 

Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, and Rajguru. 

Publications: 

ü Why I Am an Atheist: An Autobiographical Discourse 

ü The Jail Notebook and Other Writings 

 

25. ASI finds Buddhist Caves in Bandhavgarh Forests 

In News  

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has reported Buddhist caves and Stupas and 

Inscriptions dating back to 2nd Century , Hindu Temples from 9th to 11th century and possibly 

the worldôs largest Varaha sculpture in Madhya Pradeshôs Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

following an exploration exercise this year. 

About Buddhist Caves 

ü The caves date back to the time between 2nd century BC and 5th century BC, and 

pertain to the Mahayana sect of Buddhism.  
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ü These findings would approximately date back to the same time as the Ajanta caves 

in Maharashtra, which are a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

ü A Buddhist pillar fragment  containing miniature stupa carvings, dating back to the 

2nd-3rd century AD.  

Brahmi Inscriptions:  

ü In all, 24 Brahmi inscriptions, dating from 2nd-5th century AD, were found. 

ü Places named as Kaushami, Mathura, Pavata (Parvata), Vejabharada and 

Sapatanaairikaa are mentioned in the inscriptions found. 

ü Important kings of the era mentioned in the inscriptions include Shri Bhimsena, 

Maharaja Pothasiri and Bhattadeva. 

Remains of Temples: 

ü The remains of 26 temples dating to the Kalachuri period between 9th-11th 

centuries and the possibly worldôs largest Varaha sculpture also dating to the same 

period were found. 

ü The Kalachuri dynasty, which spread over parts of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya 

Pradesh, is also associated with the earliest Ellora and Elephanta cave monuments. 

ü Two Saiva mutts have also been found 

Remains of the Gupta Period: 

ü Some remains of the Gupta period, such as door jambs and carvings in caves, have been 

found. 

26. Sant Kabir  

In News  

President of India pays Tributes to Sant Kabir and Inaugurates Sant Kabir Academy and 

Research Centre at Kabir Chaura Dham, Maghar, Uttar Pradesh 

About Sant Kabir   

ü Sant Kabir was born in Varanasi and lived between the years 1398 and 1448, or till 

the year 1518 according to popular belief. He was from a community of ólower casteô 

weavers of the Julaha caste, a group that had recently converted to Islam. 
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ü Kabirôs beliefs were deeply radical, and he was known for his intense and outspoken 

voice which he used to attack the dominant religions and entrenched caste systems of 

the time.  

ü He composed his verses orally  and is generally assumed to be illiterate. 

ü He is also believed to be (but not on strong historical grounds) a disciple of the famous 

guru Ramananda, a 14th century Vaishnava poet-saint. 

ü Sant Kabir was a prominent member of Nirguni tradition  of the Bhakti movement. In 

this tradition, God was understood to be a universal and formless being. 

 

27. Khangkhui Cave 

In News  

Bats evicted from Manipur cave for tourism, says study. 

About Khangkhui Cave 

ü Archaeologists have discovered many Palaeolithic culture artefacts from this cave 

system of four major caves. 

ü The ancestors of Tangkhul community believed, it was the abode of a protective deity. 
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28. Janjatiya Gaurav Divas 

In News  

On the janjatiya Gaurav Divas, President of India pays tributes to Bhagwan Birsa Munda at 

Ulihatu, addresses Janjatiya Samagam at Shahdol. 

About Janjatiya Gaurav Divas 

 

About Birsa Munda 

ü Tribal Freedom fighter Birsa Munda was born in 1875, in Ulihatu village of a present-

day Jharkhand. 

ü He spearheaded movement against British oppression giving a call for óUlgulanô 

(Revolution). 

ü He worked for refining and reforming the religious practices, discouraged many 

superstitious rites. 

ü He spread ñSirmare firun raja jaiò or óvictory to the ancestral kingô thus invoking 

sovereignty of the tribals. 

ü He was a mass leader, and was considered as a Bhagwan and Dharati Aba by his 

followers. 
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29. Silchar-Sylhet Festival 

In News  

Southern Assamôs Silchar town is hosting the two-day Silchar-Sylhet Festival that coincides 

with the 75th year of Indiaôs independence and the 50th anniversary of the liberation of 

Bangladesh from Pakistan. 

About Silchar-Sylhet Festival 

 

30. J C Bose: A Satyagrahi Scientist 

In News  

Recently, the Ministry of Culture has organized an international conference on the 

contributions of J C Bose: A Satyagrahi Scientistò on his 164th birth anniversary. 

About J C Bose: A Satyagrahi Scientist 

o He was born on 30th November, 1858 in Bengal and was a Plant Physiologist, 

an early writer of science fiction and physicist who invented the 
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crescograph, a device for measuring the growth of plants. He for the first 

time demonstrated that plants have feelings. 

ü Scientific Contribution: 

o Bose discovered wireless communication and was named the Father of Radio 

Science by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineering. 

o Bose is considered the father of Bengali science fiction. A crater on the moon 

has been named in his honour. 

o He founded Bose Institute, a premier research institute of India and also one of 

its oldest, established in 1917. 

ü Books:  

o Response in the Living and Non-Living (1902)  

o The Nervous Mechanism of Plants (1926). 

ü Death: He died on 23th November 1937 in Giridih, Bihar. 
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31. Meitei script 

In News  

There have been efforts made to replace the Bengali script thatôs currently in use with Meitei 

Mayek or the Manipuri script in Manipur. 

About Meitei script 
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32. Sri Aurobindo 

In News  

The Prime Minister of India will participate in a programme commemorating Sri Aurobindoôs 

150th birth anniversary. 

About Sri Aurobindo  

ü Born: in Calcutta on 15th August 1872 

Indian Revolutionary Movement: 

ü From 1902 to 1910 he partook in the struggle to free India from the British. 

ü The partition of Bengal in 1905 provoked Aurobindo to leave his job in Baroda and 

plunge into the nationalist movement. 

ü He edited the patriotic journal Bande Mataram to propagate radical methods and 

revolutionary tactics. 

ü He was arrested thrice by the British ð twice for sedition and once for conspiring 

to ñwage warò. 

ü He was imprisoned in 1908 (Alipore Bomb case). 

ü 1910, he fled British India and found refuge in the French colony of Pondicherry 

(Puducherry), gave up overt political activities and embraced spiritual pursuits. 

ü In Pondicherry he founded a community of spiritual seekers, which took shape as the 

Sri Aurobindo Ashram in 1926. 

ü Literary Works:  

o English newspaper - Bande Mataram (in 1905) 

o Bases of Yoga 

o Bhagavad Gita and Its Message 

o The Future Evolution of Man 

o Rebirth and Karma 

o Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol 

o Hour of GodTeachings: 

ü Achievements: 
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o In 1943, he was nominated for the Nobel Prize for literature 

o In 1950, for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

ü Died on: 5 December 1950 

 

33. Beypore Uru 

In News  

The District Tourism Promotion Council, Kozhikode has applied for a Geographical Indication 

(GI) tag for the famous Beypore Uru (boat). 

About Beypore Uru 
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34. Miocene hominid 

In News  

Fossil lizards and snakes indicate climate of Late Miocene hominid locality of Haritalyangar, 

Himachal Pradesh, India. 

About Miocene hominid 

ü The Miocene is the first geological epoch of the Neogene Period and extends from 

about 23.03 to 5.333 million years ago. 

ü The Miocene is preceded by the Oligocene and is followed by the Pliocene. 

ü The Hominidae whose members are known as the great apes or hominids are a 

taxonomic family of primates. 

Recent Developments 

ü Remains of fossil lizards and snakes have been discovered recently from a late 

Miocene hominid locality of India. 

ü It indicates a seasonally wet sub-humid to semi-arid climate in the area with mean 

annual temperature of around 15ï18.6°C during that period which is similar to the 

mean annual temperature in this area today. 

 

35. UNESCO Tentative List 

In News 

Three more sites in India added to tentative list of UNESCO. 

About UNESCO Tentative List 

ü The UNESCO world heritage sites are choosen from the tentative list submitted by 

each state parties. 

ü States Parties are encouraged to re-examine and re-submit their Tentative List at least 

every ten years. 

ü India now has 52 sites on UNESCO Tentative List. 
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36. Kalayarkoil War  

In News 

Kala Pani, depicting the Kalayarkoil war and its consequences, bags Sahitya Akademi award. 

About Kalayarkoil war  

ü It was the battle between the British and Marudu brothers  in the forests of 

Kalayarkoil for six months in 1801. 

ü The Marudu brothers were defeated in the battle and were hanged at Tirupattur 

(south Tamil Nadu) on October 24, 1801. 

ü The Marudu Brothers served under Muthu Vaduganatha Thevar of Sivagangai and  

after Muthu Vadugar's death in the Kalaiyar Kovil battle Marudhu brothers assisted 

in restoring the throne to Velunachiyar. 

Maruthu Brothers  

ü They plundered the granaries of the Nawab and caused damage and destruction to 

Company troops. 

ü Marudu Brothers were experts in the art of throwing the valari stick (Boomerangs) 

and used Valari in the Poligar wars against the English. 

 

37. Srimukhalingam temple 

In News 

Union government urged to include Srimukhalingam temple in UNESCO list. 

About Srimukhalingam temple 

ü It was built by KamarnavaïII , who was the son of Danarnava of the Eastern Ganga 

dynasty, in the 8th century AD 

ü It was constructed in the Indo-Aryan architectural sculpture style. 

ü It was the capital of Kalinga Ganga Kings for over 600 years The temple was also 

known as Kalinganagaram 
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38. Bhima-Koregaon Battle 

In News  

The 205th anniversary of the Bhima-Koregaon battle of 1818 was celebrated  on January 1, 

2023 at the victory pillar (also known as Ransthamb) in Bhima-Koregaon village (Pune 

district of Maharashtra) . 

About Bhima-Koregaon battle 

 

 

mailto:enliteias@gmail.com


ENLITE IAS 

43  Contact : enliteias@gmail.com, 799 405 8393 
 

39. Parsanath Parvath 

In News  

Jains across Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, and Delhi, have been organising peaceful 

protets to save Parsanath hill that the community considers sacred. 

About Parsanath Parvath 

 

Recent Development at Sammed Shikhar 

ü In 2019, the Union Environment Ministry notified an eco-sensitive zone around the 

Parasnath Sanctuary. 

ü Union government approved eco-tourism activities in pursuance of the proposal 

submitted by the state government. 

ü The state government moves to promote religious tourism at Parasnath Hill. 

ü Recently the Centre and the Jharkhand government have decided that the Sammed 

Shikharji will remain a place of pilgrimage and not be converted into a tourism hub. 
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40. Vishwa Hindi Diwas (VHD) 

In News  

Vishwa Hindi Diwas (VHD) or World Hindi Day (WHD) is celebrated every year on 10th 

January to promote the Hindi language all around the world. 

About Vishwa Hindi Diwas (VHD) 

ü It was first celebrated in 2006 to commemorate the anniversary of the first World 

Hindi Conference which was held in Nagpur on 10th January, 1975. 

ü It marks the day when Hindi was first spoken in the United Nations' General 

Assembly in 1949. 

National Hindi Day:  

ü The National Hindi Day is celebrated every year in India on September 14 to mark the 

day of adoption of Hindi as the official language by the Constituent Assembly of India 

in 1949. 

ü Hindi is also an eighth schedule language. 

ü Article 351 pertains to óDirective for development of the Hindi languageô. 

 

41. Parshuram Kund Festival 

In News  

The Parshuram Kund Festival is to be held in Arunachal Pradesh from the 12th to the 16th of 

January. 

About Parshuram Kund Festival 

ü Parshuram Kund is a Hindu pilgrimage center situated at Telu Shati/Tailung area of the 

Mishmi plateau in the lower reaches of the Lohit River in Arunachal Pradesh. 

ü The hills district comprising Mishmi inhabited areas and falls within the Kamlang 

reserve forests and is surrounded by dense forests. 
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ü Parshuram kund Mela is part of Makar Sankranti  which falls on 14th and 15th of 

January 

 

 

42. Ramcharitmanas 

In News 

A controversial statement has been made by Bihar Education Minister regarding 

Ramcharithmanas. 

About Ramcharitmanas 

ü  Ramcharitmanas was written in the Awadhi language during the 16th century by 

poet Tulsidas 

ü Sri Tulsidas calls the  Ramcharitmanas the story of Rama, which was stored in Shivaôs 

mind (Manasa) 
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Difference Between Ramayana and Ramcharitmanas 

 

Ramayana Ramcharitmanas 

Ramayana was written by Valmiki Ramcharitmanas was written by Tulsidas 

It was written in the Sanskrit language It was written in Awadhi language- 

contemporary Hindi language 

Ramayana is written in Sloka format Ramcharitmanas is written in Chaupais 

format  
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According to Ramayana, King Dasharatha had 

three significant wives- Kausalya, Kaikeyi, and 

Sumitra; however, he had a total of 350 wives 

According to Ramcharitmanas, King 

Dasharatha had three wives, in total 

Lord Hanuman belonged to the Vanara tribe; 

however, he was a Human- according to 

Ramayana 

Lord Hanuman was indicated as a Monkey in 

Ramcharitmanas 

In Ramayana, Sita was abducted by the King 

Ravana of Lanka 

According to Ramcharitmanas, a clone of real 

Sita was abducted by King Ravana as Lord 

Rama had predicted the abduction of her 

Agni Pariksha was performed by Sita to prove her 

purity and chastity 

Agni Pariksha was performed to bring back the 

real Sita- instead of the clone 
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43. Rajmata Jijau 

In News 

Recently, the Prime Minister of India has paid tributes to Rajmata Jijau on her Jayanti. 

About Rajmata Jijau 

 

 

 

44. Purana Qila 

In News  

Archaeological Survey of India all set to begin Excavation at Purana Qila again. 
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About Purana Qila 

ü The Purana Qila is a monument that stands on the South Eastern part of the present 

city of New Delhi and is often called the ñPandavon ka Qila''. 

ü It was built by the Mughal Emperor Humayun as a part of his new city of Dinpanah 

in the 16th century. 

ü It was surrounded by a wide moat that was linked to the river Yamuna. 

ü It has three Gateways: 

o The Bada Darwaza, acts as the main and only point of entry to the fort today. 

o The Humayun Darwaza is the southern entry to the fort complex. 

o The Talaqi Darwaza or the Forbidden Gate, is located on the northern side 

of the complex. 

ü Qila-e-Kuhna mosque is a prominent structure of the Purana Qila built by Sher Shah 

in 1542 CE. 

ü It also have Sher Mandal, baoli, hammam. 

 

Excavations in Purana Qila 

ü Excavations at this site revealed a few shards of pottery belonging to the Painted 

Grey Ware (PGW), that historians trace to the Mahabharata period (1500-1000 

BCE). 

ü It was revealed the existence of stratified layers belonging to 8 periods starting from 

the 4th century CE and continuing right up to the 19th century.   

 

45. Buddhist monastery complex at Bharatpur 

In News  

Excavations reveal Buddhist monastery complex at Bharatpur of Bengal. 

About Buddhist monastery complex at Bharatpur 

ü Location: At Bharatpur in Paschim Bardhaman district of West Bengal 

ü Only Buddhist sites with the presence of a large stupa, along with a monastery 

complex and black and red ware pottery, from the Chalcolithic or Copper Age. 
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ü Five beautiful seated sculptures of the Buddha in Bhumisparsha Mudra were found.  

ü Importance of the Site: 

o It is an early village settlement on the bank of the Damodar river date to 

around 2000 BC.  

 

46. Ahobilam temple 

In News 

Supreme Court declines to entertain A.P. government appeal against High Court order 

regarding Ahobilam temple. 

About Ahobilam temple 

ü Ahobilam is located in Karnool district of Andhra Pradesh in the hills of the 

eastern ghats, about 400 KM northwest of Chennai. 

ü The main temples at each site were built or expanded by the emperors of 

Vijayanagara in the 15th and 16th centuries. 

ü The temple consists of nine shrines to Lord Nrisimha located around a 5 KM circle. 

ü There is a temple for Prahaladavarada Varadhan in the foothills of the mountain. 

ü Ahobila Muth , one of the most important Vaishnava religious institutions in India, 

was established by Sri Athivan Satakopan. 

47. Amrit Udyan  

In News 

The iconic Mughal Gardens at the Rashtrapati Bhavan (Presidentôs House) in Delhi have been 

renamed to Amrit Udyan. 

About Amrit Udyan  

Mughal Gardens in Rashtrapati Bhavan 

ü It was designed by Edwin Lutyen and  incorporates both Mughal and English 

landscaping styles. 

ü It is called a Charbagh (a four cornered garden) - a typical characteristic of the 

Mughal landscaping. 
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48. Vitasta Programme 

In News 

PM praises Vitasta programme showcasing rich culture, arts and crafts of Kashmir. 

About Vitasta Programme 

ü Ministry: Ministry of Culture  

ü The programme extends the historical identity of Kashmir  to other states. 

ü It is a symbol of the spirit of óEk Bharat Shreshtha Bharatô.   
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49. Visva-Bharati University  

In News  

Visva-Bharati University will soon get the óheritageô tag from UNESCO to take the distinction 

of worldôs first living heritage university. 

About Visva-Bharati University  

ü Founded by: The university was founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921. 

ü Declared to be a Central University and an institution of national importance by an 

Act of Parliament in 1951. 

ü Its first vice-chancellor was Rathindranath Tagore, the son of Rabindranath Tagore. 

ü Rabindranath believed in open-air education and introduced that system at the 

university, which prevails to date. 

ü It will be the world's first heritage university. 

ü Normally a heritage tag is given to a dead monument.  

ü For the first time  in the world, a living university  which is functioning is going to 

get the heritage tag from UNESCO. 

ü The President of India is the Paridarsaka (Visitor) of the University, the Governor of 

West Bengal is the Pradhana (Rector), and the Prime Minister of India acts as the 

Acharya (Chancellor). 

ü The President of India appoints the Upacharya (Vice-chancellor) of the University. 
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50. Grishneshwar Temple 

In News 

Recently, Former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton visited the historic Grishneshwar 

temple, which is the 12th Jyotirlinga in the country 

About Grishneshwar Temple 

ü Grishneshwar Jyotirlinga Temple also known as Ghushmeshwar Temple, is one of 

the shrines dedicated to Lord Shiva that is referenced in the Shiva Purana  and 

considers it as the twelfth Jyotirlinga (linga of light).  

Architectural Design: 

ü The Grishneshwar temple is an illustration of maratha temple architectural style 

and structure. 

ü It is built of red rocks and is composed of a five-tier shikara. 

ü The temple is the smallest Jyotirlinga temple in India with a court hall  built on 24 

pillars with a Nandi bull . 
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51. Swami Dayanand Saraswati 

In News  

Prime Minister paid tribute to Dayanand Saraswati on his 200th birth Anniversary. 

About Swami Dayanand Saraswati 

ü Made Swami Virajananda his Guru. 

Contributions 

ü Socio Religious: 

o Believer in Hinduism but rejected man ïmade ritualism and worship of 

idols. 

o He was first to give call for Swaraj as ñIndia for Indiansò in 1876. 

o Started Shuddhi movement wherein purification was imparted to those who 

sought their way back to Hinduism. 

ü Educational Reforms 

o Set up Gurukuls  to teach knowledge of Vedas. 

ü Independence struggle 

o His teachings inspired Lala Lajpat Rai, Madam Cama, Ram Prasad Bismil etc 

ü Publications :  

o Satyarth Prakash 

o Sanskarvidhi 

o Yajurved Bhashyam 

ü Arya Samaj 

o Founding principles: Infallible authority of Vedas and Monotheism 

o First Arya Samaj Unit set up in Mumbai,1875 
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o Worked against abolition of social evils like caste system, subjugation of 

women 
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52. G20 Culture Group (CWG) 

In News 

The First G20 Culture Group (CWG) meet to be organised in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh. 

About G20 Culture Group (CWG) 

ü G20 Culture Group (CWG) aimed at reduction in illicit trafficking  of cultural 

property by 2030, strengthen regulation of online trading platforms and social media 

and raise awareness. 

ü The first  G20 Culture Working Group (CWG) meet will be held in Khajuraho.  
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Khajuraho Group of Monuments 
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53. Aadi Mahotsav 

In News  

PM Modi inaugurates óAadi Mahotsavô to showcase tribal culture. 

About Aadi Mahotsav 

ü Aadi Mahotsav is a mega National Tribal Festival. 

ü It is a celebration of the spirit of tribal culture, craft, food and commerce. 

ü It is an opportunity to showcase tribal products and help artisans connect with the 

mainstream population. 

ü It introduces people and gives a glimpse into the rich tribal heritage and culture. 

 

54. National Heritage Monument 

In News  

SC to consider hearing PIL seeking declaration of Ram Sethu as national heritage monument. 

About National Heritage Monument 

ü It is any structure, erection or monument, or any tumulus or place of interment, or any 

cave, rock-sculpture, inscription or monolith which is of historical, archaeological or 

artistic interest and which has been in existence for not less than 100 years. 

ü The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) under the provisions of the AMASR Act, 

1958 protects monuments, sites and remains of national importance. 

ü There are at present more than 3650 ancient monuments and archaeological sites 

and remains of national importance. 

 

55. Dickinsonia fossil 

In News  

Dickinsonia fossil found in Bhimbetka is old beehive. 

About Dickinsonia fossil 

About Dickinsonia 
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ü Dickinsonia is an extinct genus of basal animal that lived during the late Ediacaran 

period and an important age marker . 

ü The individual Dickinsonia typically resembles a bilaterally symmetrical ribbed 

oval. 

ü Dickinsonia had fluid -filled modules that gave them a "quilted" appearance. 

ü The discovery of cholesterol molecules in fossils of Dickinsonia lends support to the 

idea that Dickinsonia was an animal. 

Dickinsonia fossils 

ü Dickinsonia fossils are known only in the form of imprints and casts in sandstone 

beds. 

ü Dickinsonia fossils are preserved as negative impressions (ñdeath masksò) on the 

bases of sandstone beds. 
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56. Keeladi 

In News  

 

 

About Keeladi 

ü Keeladi excavation site is a Sangam age settlement, is a tiny hamlet in the Sivaganga 

district  in south Tamil Nadu.  

ü It is about 12 km south-east to the temple city of Madurai and is located along the 

Vaigai river.  

ü Over 120 potsherds containing Tamil Brahmi inscriptions  have been found. 

ü Agate and carnelian beads suggest import through commercial networks. 

 

Link to Sangam age 

ü The unearthed artefacts from Keeladi is of the period between sixth century BCE and 

first century BCE. 

ü The samples collected at a depth of 353 cm are dated back to 580 BCE. 

ü A recent ASI report has pushed the Sangam age to 800 BCE based on the 

archaeological findings from Keeladi.  

 

57. Char Dham Yatra 

In News  

Char Dham Yatra, Yamunotri to get a ropeway. 

About Char Dham Yatra 

ü The Yatra is a pilgrimage tour to four holy sites  

o Yamunotri 

o Gangotri 

o Kedarnath 

o Badrinath. 

ü The high-altitude shrines remain shut for around six months every year. 
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About Yamunotri   

ü Yamunotri is a part of Char Dham. 

ü It is situated at an altitude of 3,293 metres (10,804 ft) in the Garhwal Himalayas. 

 

 

58. Unying Aran Festival 

In News  

Shri Sarbananda Sonowal celebrates Unying Festival at Boleng, Arunachal Pradesh. 

About Unying Aran Festival 

ü It is the New Year festival of the Adi community in Siang district to herald the season 

of cultivation. 

ü This festival is basically a hunting festival followed by the Adi tribesmen.  

ü The majority of Adi traditionally follow the tribal Donyi -Polo religion.  

ü It is traditionally celebrated with óBariô songs sung by male elders and óYakjongô 

dance performed by youths (boys and girls) in villages.  
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59. Sant Sevalal Maharaj 

In News  

As part of Banjara community outreach, Union govt. to mark Sant Sevalal Maharaj Jayanti. 

About Sant Sevalal Maharaj 

ü Many have permanently abandoned their nomadic lifestyle and settled in their 

settlements called Tandas. 
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60. 1300-year-old Buddhist stupa 

In News 

1,300-year-old Buddhist stupa found in Odishaôs Jajpur 

About 1300-year-old Buddhist stupa 

ü The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) have unearth a Buddhist stupa at 

Khandolite mining site at Parabhadi in Sukhuapada hamlet in Jajpur district. 

ü The stupa is 4.5-metre tall and belong to the 7 th or 8 th century. 

Khondalite stones 

ü Khondalite is a foliated metamorphic rock. 

ü It was named after the Khond tribe  of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 

ü It is quartzïmanganese-rich garnetïrhodonite schist and also contain sillimanite 

and graphite. 

61. Ancient city of Sisupalgarh 

In News 

Land mafias have damaged a portion of the wall of the fortified ancient city of Sisupalgarh. 

About Ancient city of Sisupalgarh 
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62. Yaoshang Festival 

In News  

The five-day-long Yaoshang festival, Manipurôs version of Holi, has begun. 

About Yaoshang Festival 
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63. Geoheritage Sites 

In News 

 

Writ in stone: Do you know Indiaôs geoheritage sites of Jhamarkotra and Zawar? 

About Geoheritage Sites 

ü Geoheritage refers to sites that offer insights into the evolution of the earth and can 

be used for research, reference, and awareness. 

ü The Geological Survey of India has recognised a number of geoheritage sites around 

the country.  

Importance of Indian sites 

ü Landscapes across the Indian subcontinent bear signatures of many geological events.  

ü These events include: 

o Meteorite impacts 

o Volcanic eruptions that laid down the Deccan Traps 

o The collision of continents that birthed the Himalaya 

o Lakshadweepôs coral atolls 

o The birth of rivers and how they shaped fertile river valleys 

o Massive deltas, and the worldôs largest mangrove forests 

About Jhamarkotra  

ü The Jhameshwar has a stromatolite fossil park which hosts stromatolites dating back 

1.8 billion years. 

ü Jhamarkotraôs fossils are phosphate-rich  because the trapped sediments were mainly 

phosphate minerals. 

About Zawar 

ü Zawar is the worldôs oldest known zinc-smelting site, 40 km south of Udaipur. 

ü Zawarôs zinc-smelting operations date back 2,000 years.  

ü The people of Zawar extracted zinc using a distillation process that required the use 

of  a retort and an external condenser.  
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About Stromatolite 

ü A Stromatolite is a layered sedimentary rock created by microorganisms. 

ü The Stromatolite fossils preserve records of cyanobacteria, commonly known as blue-

green algae ï the earliest life on the planet. 

 

64. Chola-Dynasty 

In News 

Stolen Chola-era Hanuman idol brought back to India. 

About Chola-Dynasty 

ü The Chola dynasty was a Tamil empire of southern India and one of the longest-

ruling dynasty and formed one of three ruling families in Tamil-speaking south India. 

ü The Chola Empire was founded by Vijayalaya in the rich Kaveri River valley.  

ü Uraiyur (now Tiruchchirappalli)  was its oldest capital. 

ü Chola kings and emperors bore the titles Parakesharivarman and 

Rajakesharivarman.  

ü During the eleventh century they ruled much of south India and as far as Sri Lanka 

and the Maldive Islands. 

ü Revenue administration, village self-government, and irrigation were highly organized 

under the Cholas. 

ü Temple building received great impetus during the reign of Rajaraja Chola and his 

son Rajendra Chola I. 

ü The Chola period is remarkable for its sculptures and bronzes  and was the golden 

age of Tamil culture, marked by the importance of literature.  

ü The Chola dynasty ended in 1279. 

About Stolen Idol 

ü A rare variety bronze idol of Hanuman, which was stolen from a Chola-era temple in 

Ariyalur district a decade ago. 
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ü It was from a Chola-era Vishnu temple called Sri Varadharajaperumal Temple in 

Pottaveli Velur village near Sendurai. 

ü The idol was auctioned in 2014. 

ü It was retrieved by Idol Wing CID of Tamilnadu Police after a long struggle.  

 

65. Sharda Peeth 

In News 

Government will attempt to open corridor to Sharda Peeth in PoK for devotees. 

About Sharda Peeth 

ü Its earliest mention is in the Nilamata Purana (6th ï 8th century CE).  

ü The 11th century Kashmiri poet Bilhana describes both the spiritual and academic 

elements of Sharada Peeth. 

ü The shrine was abandoned after India and Pakistan 1947-48 war over Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

ü The government will move forward to open Sharda Peeth on the lines of the Kartarpur 

corridor.  
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REPORTS & INDICES 

1. Provisional Estimates (PE) of National Income, 2021-22 

In News 

The National Statistical Office (NSO) released the Provisional Estimates of Annual National 

Income, 2021-22. 

About Provisional Estimates 

ü The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MOSPI) released the Provisional Estimates (PE) of National 

Income, 2021-22 as well as Quarterly Estimates of GDP for the quarter January-March 

(Q4), 2021-22. 

ü Real GDP or Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Constant (2011-12) Prices in the year 

2021-22 is estimated to attain a level of  147.36 lakh crore.  

ü The growth in GDP during 2021-22 is estimated at 8.7 percent as compared to a 

contraction of 6.6 percent in 2020-21. 

ü Nominal GDP or GDP at Current Prices in the year 2021-22 is estimated to attain a 

level of  236.65 lakh crore, as against  198.01 lakh crore in 2020-21, showing a 

growth rate of 19.5 percent. 

ü The Advance and Provisional Estimates of National Income are compiled using the 

benchmark-indicator method, i.e. the estimates available for the previous year 

referred to as the benchmark year (2020-21 in this case) are extrapolated using the 

relevant indicators reflecting the performance of sectors. 

ü The total tax revenue used for GDP compilation includes non-GST as well as GST 

revenue. 

 

2. State of India's Environment Report 2022 

In News  

State of India's Environment Report 2022 was released by Centre for Science and 

Environment (CSE) & Rivers are facing heavy pollution 

About State of India's Environment Report 2022 
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ü The Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) recently released the State of India's 

Environment Report 2022.  

ü The report is an annual compendium of environment-development data and is 

derived from public sources. 

ü India has 764 river quality monitoring stations across 28 states. Of these, the Central 

Water Commission tested water samples from 688 stations for heavy metals between 

August 2018 and December 2020. 

ü Three out of every four river monitoring stations in India posted alarming levels of 

heavy toxic metals such as lead, iron, nickel, cadmium, arsenic, chromium and copper.  

ü Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) is a public interest research and 

advocacy organisation based in New Delhi. CSE researches into, lobbies for and 

communicates the urgency of development that is both sustainable and equitable. 

 

3. National e-Governance Service Delivery Assessment Report 2021 

In News 

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh to released the National e-Governance Service Delivery 

Assessment 2021 Report. 

About National e-Governance Service Delivery Assessment (NeSDA) Report 2021 

ü In order to boost the e-government endeavors at all levels of governance and also to 

embark on the journey for Digital Government excellence, National e-Governance 

Service Delivery Assessment (NeSDA) initiative has been undertaken by Department 

of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DAPRG), Govt. of India. 

ü NeSDA framework, launched in August 2018 is based on the Online Service Index 

(OSI) of UNDESA eGovernment Survey, has been customized for the Indian federal 

structure and the e-Governance landscape of the States and UTs.  

ü The first edition of  National e-Governance Service Delivery Assessment was released 

in 2019 and the NeSDA 2021 Portal was  launched to conduct the entire assessment 

process online. 
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ü The NeSDA 2021 was headed by DARPG team supported by NASSCOM and 

KPMG . 

ü NeSDA 2021 covers services across seven sectors ï Finance, Labour & Employment, 

Education, Local Governance & Utility Services, Social Welfare, Environment and 

Tourism sectors.  

ü NeSDA has followed the Good Governance Index 2021 grouping of the States and 

UTs. North-East and Hill States make up the first group while Union Territories make 

up the second group. The remaining states of India have been classified into two states 

as Remaining States ï Group A and Remaining States ï Group B. 

ü Among the North-East and Hill States, Meghalaya and Nagaland are the leading State 

Portals with an overall compliance of more than 90% across all assessment parameters.  

ü Among Union Territories, Jammu & Kashmir  ranked the highest with an overall 

compliance of nearly 90%.  

ü Among the Remaining States, Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Karnataka and 

Uttar Pradesh had a compliance of more than 85%. 

 

4. Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 

In News 

National Statistical Office (NSO) launched Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) for 

2020-2021 was released. 

     About PLFS 

ü National Statistical Office (NSO) launched the first ever Periodic Labour Force 

Survey (PLFS) in April 2017. 

ü The objective of PLFS is primarily twofold: 

o To estimate the key employment and unemployment indicators (viz. Worker 

Population Ratio, Labour Force Participation Rate, Unemployment Rate) in the 

short time interval of three months for the urban areas only in the óCurrent 

Weekly Statusô (CWS). 

o To estimate employment and unemployment indicators in both óUsual Statusô 

(ps+ss) and CWS in both rural  and urban areas annually. 
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ü Three Annual Reports covering both rural and urban areas giving estimates of all 

important parameters of employment and unemployment in both usual status (ps+ss) 

and current weekly status (CWS) have been released. 

ü The fourth Annual Report  is being brought out by NSO on the basis of Periodic 

Labour Force Survey conducted during July 2020-June 2021. 

 

 

ü LFPR is defined as the percentage of persons in labour force (i.e. working or seeking 

or available for work) in the population. 

 

5. Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) 

In News  

Ministry of Education released first ever report on Performance Grading Index for Districts 

(PGI-D) for the year 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

About Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) 

ü Ministry of Education  released the Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-

D) for 2018-19 and 2019-20 which assesses the performance of school education 

system at the District level by creating an index for comprehensive analysis. 

ü Based on the success of State PGI, 83-indicator based PGI for District (PGI-D) has 

been designed to grade the performance of all districts in school education.  
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ü PGI-D grades the districts into ten grades viz., Highest achievable Grade is Daksh, 

which is for Districts scoring more than 90% of the total points in that category or 

overall. The lowest grade in PGI-D is called Akanshi-3 which is for scores upto10% 

of the total points. 

 

6. Performance Grading Index 2020-21 

In News  

Kerala has emerged in top position in the latest Performance Grading Index (PGI) for States 

and Union Territories released by the Union Ministry of Education.  

The State shared the top honours with Maharashtra and Punjab, with an overall score of 928 

out of 1,000. 

About Performance Grading Index 2020-21 

ü It is an evidence-based comprehensive analysis of the school education system across 

states and Union Territories. 

ü Objective: The prime objective of PGI is to promote evidence-based policymaking 

and highlight course correction to ensure quality education for all. 

ü Grading: PGI 2020-21 classified the States/UTs into ten grades: 

o Highest achievable Grade is Level 1, which is for State/UT scoring more than 

950 points out of a total of 1000 points.  

o The lowest grade is Level 10 which is for scores below 551.  

ü States performance is assessed on a total of 70 indicators in five domains: 

o Learning outcome 

o Access 

o Infrastructure and facilities 

o Equity 

o Governance process 

 Major Highlights  

ü No State figured in the bottom three grades. 

ü Best Improver: Ladakh has seen the biggest improvement by climbing up from Level 

10 in 2019-2020 to Level 4 in 2020-2021. 
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ü Gender Parity Index (GPI) of Gross Enrollment Ratio: It indicates the 

representation of girls in school with respect to their population in the corresponding 

age group. It was also found to be favorable to girls compared to boys.  

ü Decline in pre-primary enrolments. 

ü Decline in primary classes Enrolment: It includes classes 1 to 5. 

ü Decline in number of schools   

ü Private schools VS Public schools: 

o Private school students continued to join government schools as a result of 

financial constraints brought by the pandemic. 

7. Financial Stability Report 

In News 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released 25th issue of its bi-annual (Published twice a year) 

Financial Stability Report (FSR) 

About Financial Stability Report 

ü As the name suggests, it details the state of financial stability in the country, and it is 

prepared after taking into account the contributions from all financial sector 

regulators. 

ü  It details the current status of different financial institutions such as all the different 

types of banks and non-banking lending institutions.  

ü It also maps the state of credit growth and the rate at which borrowers are 

defaulting on paying back loans. 

ü As part of the FSR, RBI also conducts a Systemic Risk Survey (SRS), wherein it asks 

experts and market participants to assess the financial system on five different types 

of risks ð global, financial, macroeconomic, institutional and general. 

What does the report says 

ü On NPA: The asset quality of the banking system has improved with the gross non-

performing assets (GNPA) ratio declining from 7.4 per cent in March 2021 to a six-

year low of 5.9 per cent in March 2022.. 
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ü Provisioning coverage ratio (PCR): It improved to70. 9 per cent in March 2022 

from 67.6 per cent a year ago. 

 

8. Ease of Doing Business Ranking: BRAP 2020 

In News 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has released a Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) 

Ranking, which is based on Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) report 2020.  

The commerce and industry ministry has this time changed the system of ranking by making 

it category-based - top achievers, achievers, aspires, and emerging business ecosystems - 

against the earlier practice of announcing rank. 

About Ease of Doing Business Ranking: BRAP 2020 

ü Top Achievers: Seven states - Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Punjab, 

Telangana and Tamil Nadu - were categorised as 'top achievers' in the Ease of Doing 

Business ranking of states and union territories. 

ü Achievers: Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, and Madhya Pradesh are the 

other states categorised as achievers in the ranking. 

ü Emerging Business Ecosystems: Six states - Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, 

Puducherry and Jammu and Kashmir - were 'emerging business ecosystems'. 

ü Aspirers: Seven states - Goa, Assam, Kerala, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and 

Bengal - were categorised as 'Aspirers'. 

Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) 

ü The Ease of Doing Business Index is based on BRAP.  

ü Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) is jointly formulated  by Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade  [DPIIT] and World Bank.  

 

9. States Start Up Rankings 2021 

In News 

The results of the 3rd edition of Ranking of States on Support to Startup Ecosystems were 

released by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
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About States Start Up Rankings 2021 

ü The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)  has been 

conducting the Statesô Start-up Ranking Exercise since 2018 to facilitate the ease of 

building a start-up and doing business across the country. 

ü India is home to worldôs third largest startup ecosystem after US and China. 

ü For the purposes of the Ranking, States and Union Territories are classified into 5 

Categories,  

o  Best Performers 

o Top Performers 

o Leaders 

o Aspiring Leaders  

o Emerging Start-up Ecosystems 

ü Ranking 

o Gujarat and Karnataka  emerged as the ñbest performersò in developing their 

start-up ecosystem for budding entrepreneurs in 2021 

 

10. State Ranking Index for NFSA 

In News 

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Government of India on July 

5, 2022, came up with a first -ever state ranking index to capture the implementation of the 

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) under the National Food Security Act (NFSA). 

About State Ranking Index for NFSA 

ü The index is built on three key pillars which covers the end-to-end implementation 

of NFSA through TPDS.  

ü These pillars are: 

o NFSAð Coverage, targeting and provisions of the Act, 

o Delivery platform 

o Nutrition initiatives 

ü Odisha has been adjudged the top ranked State followed by Uttar Pradesh and 

Andhra Pradesh. 
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National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 

ü Objective: To provide for food and nutritional security in the human life cycle 

approach, by ensuring access to adequate quantities of quality food at affordable 

prices to people to live a life with dignity. 

ü Schemes such as the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS), the Public Distribution System 

(PDS), and the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) are included under the 

Act. 

ü Coverage: 75% of the rural population and up to 50% of the urban population for 

receiving subsidized food grains under Targeted Public Distribution System 

(TPDS). 

o NFSA caters to 67% of the total population. 

ü Eligibility: Prior ity Households to be covered under TPDS, according to guidelines 

by the State government. 

o Households covered under existing Antyodaya Anna Yojana. 

ü Provisions: 5 Kgs of food grains per person per month at Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for 

rice/wheat/coarse grains. 

ü The existing AAY household will continue to receive 35 Kgs of food grains per 

household per month. 

ü Meal and maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000 to pregnant women and 

lactating mothers during pregnancy and six months after the child birth. 

ü Meals for children up to 14 years of age. 

ü Food security allowance to beneficiaries in case of non-supply of entitled food grains 

or meals. 

ü Setting up of grievance redressal mechanisms at the district and state level 

 

 

 

11. The Global Findex Database 2021 

In News 

The World Bank has released 'The Global Findex Report 2021 
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About The Global Findex Database 2021 

ü The Global Findex database is published every three years by the World Bank since 

2011. 

ü It is the world's most comprehensive database on financial inclusion. 

Financial Inclusion 

ü Financial inclusion means that individuals and businesses have access to useful and 

affordable financial products and services that meet their needs ï transactions, 

payments, savings, credit and insurance ï delivered in a responsible and sustainable 

way. 

 

12. The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2022 

In News 

FAO, International Fund for Agriculture Development, UNICEF, UN world food 

Programme and WHO have jointly released SOFI 2022 

About SOFI 2002 

ü The óState of Food Security and Nutrition in the Worldô is an annual flagship 

report  to inform on  

o Progress towards ending hunger 

o Achieving food security  

o Improving nutrition  

o To provide in-depth analysis on key challenges for achieving these goal in 

the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

ü The 2022 edition of SOFI highlights the intensification of the major drivers of food 

insecurity and malnutrition : conflict, climate extremes and economic shocks, 

combined with growing inequalities. 

ü According to the latest report 

o 11.7 per cent of the global population is facing food insecurity at severe 

levels. 

o The number of people unable to afford a healthy diet around the worldï 

almost 3.1 billion 
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o Child under nutrition  ï including stunting and wasting, deficiencies in 

essential micronutrients, and overweight and obesity in children, continue to 

be of great concern. 

o The RussiaïUkraine conflict, involving two of the biggest global producers 

of staple cereals, gas and fertilizer, is disrupting supply chains and further 

affecting prices of grain, fertilizer and energy 

           Findings related to India 

ü Undernourishment: The number of undernourished people in India declined to 

224.3 million in 2019ï21 from 247.8 million in 2004-06. 

o In percentage terms, the prevalence of undernourishment in the total 

population in India stood at 21.6% in 2004-06 and declined to 16.3% in 

2019-21. 

ü Healthy Diet: In India, people who were unable to afford a healthy diet touched 

973.3 million in 2020 or nearly 70.5%, up from 948.6 million in 2019 (69.4%). 

ü Stunting: The prevalence of stunting in children under 5 years of age declined to 

30.9% in 2020 from 41.7% in 2012. 

ü Overweight: The prevalence of overweight children under five years of age was 

1.9% in 2020 from 2.4% in 2012. 

ü Obesity: The prevalence of obesity in Indiaôs adult population increased to 3.9% 

in 2016 from 3.1% in 2012. 

ü Anaemic Women: The number of anaemic women aged 15 to 49 years declined 

marginally  from 53.2% in 2012 to 53% in 2019. 

 

13. World Population Prospect report  

In News 

India set to beat China in population: UN report. 

About World Population Prospect report  
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ü The 2022 Revision of World Population Prospects is the twenty-seventh edition 

of official United Nations population estimates and projections that have been 

prepared by the Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. 

ü It presents population estimates from 1950 to the present for 237 countries or areas, 

underpinned by analyses of historical demographic trends. 

ü The 2022 revision also presents population projections to the year 2100 that reflect 

a range of plausible outcomes at the global, regional and national levels. 

ü In 1950, world population was estimated at around 2.6 billion people. It reached 5 

billion in 1987 and 6 billion in 1999.  In October 2011, the global population was 

estimated to be 7 billion.  

ü The latest UN projections suggest that the worldôs population could grow to around 

8.5 billion in 2030 and 9.7 billion in 2050, before reaching a peak of around 10.4 

billion  people during the 2080s. The population is expected to remain at that level 

until 2100. 

ü Sixty-one per cent of the global population lives in Asia (4.7 billion) , 17 per cent 

in Africa (1.3 billion), 10 per cent in Europe (750 million), 8 per cent in Latin 

America and the Caribbean (650 million), and the remaining 5 per cent in Northern 

America (370 million) and Oceania (43 million). 

ü China (1.44 billion) and India (1.39 billion) remain the two most populous 

countries of the world, both with more than 1 billion people, representing 19 and 18 

per cent of the worldôs population, respectively. 

ü Around 2027, India is projected to overtake China as the worldôs most populous 

country, while Chinaôs population is projected to decrease by 31.4 million, or around 

2.2 per cent, between 2019 and 2050.  

ü The global population is growing at its slowest rate since 1950, having fallen to 

less than one per cent in 2020. 

 

14. Gender Gap Index 

In News  

India ranks 135 in Gender Gap Index. 
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About Gender Gap Index 

ü The Gender Gap Index quantifies the gaps between women and men in four key 

areas:  

o Health 

o Education 

o Economy 

o politics.   

ü The WEF Centre for the New Economy and Society published the Gender Gap 

Index. The World Economic Forum is an international NGO  founded in 1971.   

ü Countries are given a score from 0-1. A score of 1 indicates full equality between 

women and men and a score of 0 indicates full inequality.  

ü The Gender Gap Index is published annually by the World Economic Forum 

(WEF) and is designed to capture the magnitude of gender-based disparities and track 

progress over time. 

ü The largest gap between women and men was in political empowerment, where only 

26.1% of about 35,500 parliament seats and 22.6% of over 3,400 ministers globally are 

held by women.  

ü The Gender Gap Index serves as a benchmark for comparing countries and their 

progress to gender equality over time. 

ü The WEF estimates that it will take 135.6 years to close the global gender gap. 

ü The 2021 Gender Gap Index shows that many countries have made significant 

progress towards closing the gender gap. These countries include Iceland, Finland, 

Norway, New Zealand, Sweden, Namibia, Rwanda, and Lithuania.  

 

15. India Rankings 2022 of higher educational institutes 

In News 

Union Education Minister Releases India Rankings 2022 of higher educational institutes. 

About I ndia Rankings 2022 of higher educational institutes 
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ü The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF),  launched in November 

2015 by the Ministry of Education. 

ü It was used for this edition as well as for the past six editions of India Rankings 

released for the years 2016 to 2022.  

ü Five broad categories of parameters identified in the NIRF and their weightage on 

scale of 10 are given below: 

o Teaching, Learning & Resources 

o Research and Professional Practice 

o Graduation Outcomes 

o Outreach and Inclusivity 

o Perception 

Key Highlights of India Rankings 2022: 

ü Indian In stitute of Technology Madras retains its 1st position in Overall Category 

for fourth consecutive year and in Engineering for seventh consecutive year. 

ü Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru tops the Universities Category for seventh 

consecutive year. It stood first in Research Institutions Category for second 

consecutive year. 

ü IIM Ahmedabad  tops in Management subject retaining its first position for third 

consecutive year. 

ü All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi occupies the top slot in 

Medical for the fifth consecutive year. Moreover, AIIMS is ranked at 9th position in 

Overall category for the first time. 

ü Jamia Hamdard tops the ranking in Pharmacy for fourth consecutive year. 

ü Miranda House retains the 1st position amongst Colleges for the sixth consecutive 

year. 

 

16. India Innovation Index 2021 

In News 

Karnataka, Manipur and Chandigarh Top NITI Aayogôs India Innovation Index 2021. 

About India Innovation Index 2021 
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ü The India Innovation Index is a comprehensive tool for the evaluation and development 

of the countryôs innovation ecosystem and ranks the states and the union territories 

on their innovation performance. 

ü It is prepared by NITI Aayog  and the Institute for Competitiveness. 

ü The third edition highlights the scope of innovation analysis in the country by drawing 

on the framework of the Global Innovation Index.  

ü The number of indicators has increased from 36 (in the India Innovation Index 2020) 

to 66 (in the India Innovation Index 2021).  

ü The indicators are now distributed across 16 sub-pillars , which, in turn, form seven 

key pillars. 

ü The five óEnablerô pillars measure inputs and the two óPerformanceô pillars 

measure output in knowledge creation and competitiveness. 

ü The Index also contributes to the Governmentôs effort to monitor select global indices 

through the Global Indices to drive Reform and Growth (GIRG) mechanism, for 

which the NITI Aayog is the nodal organization. 

 

17. 11th Agriculture Census 

In News 

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare launches the 11th Agriculture Census in 

the country. 

About 11th Agriculture Census 

ü The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture & 

Farmers Welfare, Government of India conducts Agriculture Censuses in India in 

collaboration with States/UTs following standard concepts, definitions and 

methodology.  

ü Since the launch of first Agriculture Census in 1970-71, the country has conducted 

ten Agriculture Censuses so far and the present census with reference year 2020-21 

will be 11th in the series. 

ü Entire Census operation is conducted in three phases and operational holding is taken 

as statistical unit at micro level for data collection.  
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ü Based on the agriculture census data collected in three phases, the Department brings 

out three detailed reports analysing trends on various parameters at All India and 

States/UTs level.  

ü District/Tehsil level reports are prepared by the respective States/UTs. 

ü The information is tabulated by different size classes (marginal, small, semi-medium, 

medium and large) and Social Groups including Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes, 

which are needed for development planning, socio-economic policy formulation and 

establishment of national priorities. 

 

18. Financial inclusion index 

In News 

The RBI developed the composite financial inclusion index to capture the extent of financial 

inclusion across the country by including details of banking, investments, insurance, postal as 

well as the pension sector. 

About Financial inclusion index 

ü According to Reserve Bank of India Financial inclusion index (FI-Index) for the year 

ended March 31, 2022 improved to 56.4 from 53.9 in the previous year. 

ü The RBI developed the composite financial inclusion index in 2021 to capture the 

extent of financial inclusion across the country and is without any óbase year', and is 

published in July every year 

ü It captures information on various aspects of financial inclusion in a single value 

ranging between 0 and 100, where 0 represents complete financial exclusion and 100 

indicates full financial inclusion. 

ü It comprises three broad parameters (weights indicated in brackets): 

o Access (35%) 

o Usage (45%) 

o Quality (20%)  

with each of these consisting of various dimensions, which are computed based 

on a number of indicators. 

ü To Improve Financial Inclusion, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 

National Strategy for Financial Inclusion 2019-2024 on January 10, 2020 
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ü Six strategic objectives of a national strategy for financial inclusion:  

o Universal access to financial services,  

o Providing basic bouquet of financial services, 

o Access to livelihood and skill development,  

o Financial literacy and education,  

o Customer protection  

o Grievance redressal, and Effective coordination 

 

19. External Sector Report 2022 

In News 

Recently, the IMF released its 2022 External Sector Report.  

About External Sector Report 2022 

ü The External Sector Report, produced annually since 2012, is a key part of the IMFôs 

surveillance 

ü Report analyzes global external developments and provides multilaterally consistent 

assessments of external positions of the worldôs largest economies, representing over 90 

percent of global GDP.  

Reports Suggestions to India 

ü Fiscal and monetary policy stimulus 

o The International Monetary Fund (IMF) advised India to progressively reduce 

monetary and fiscal policy support. 

ü Infrastructure for export 

o To maintain a favorable external sector balance over the longer term, India should 

expand its export infrastructure and increase shipments by signing free trade 

agreements with important trading partners. 

ü Liberalization 

o Additional investment regime liberalization and tariff reductions, particularly for 

intermediate goods, should proceed hand in hand with India. 

ü Rupee appreciation vs the dollar 
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o Forex market interventions should only be used to deal with chaotic market 

situations. 

ü The Current Account Deficit in India (CAD) 

o According to the Fund, India's current account deficit (CAD) will increase from 

$38 billion (1.2 percent of GDP) in the previous fiscal year to $108 billion (3.1 

percent of GDP) in FY23. 

o Import tariff while remaining far below the WTO-allowed level for the nation, 

India's average applicable import duty increased to 18.3% percent in 2021 from 

15 percent the previous year. 

ü The position of the nation's net foreign investment 

o The factor that improved to -11.1 (negative) percent of GDP at the end of 2021 

from -13.5 percent the year before  

o Nation's net foreign investment is typically the difference between its external 

financial assets and liabilities. 

 

20. Global Employment Trends for Youth 2022 report 

In News 

Youth employment deteriorated in India: ILO report  

About Global Employment Trends for Youth 2022 report 

ü In India, the youth employment participation rate declined by 0.9 percentage points 

over the first nine months of 2021 relative to its value in 2020, while it increased by 2 

percentage points for adults over the same time period. 

ü The report said that MGNREGA  has played an important role in providing paid 

employment, particularly for women, but also in carbon sequestration because of the 

Actôs focus on natural resources, such as land, water and trees, which provide 

adaptation benefits. 

ü India has a very low youth female labour market participation and Indian young 

women experienced larger relative employment losses than young men in 2021 and 

2022.   
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21. Conservation of Coastal Ecosystems Report 

In News 

CAG published Report on Conservation of Costal Ecosystem 

About Conservation of Coastal Ecosystems Report 

ü The Conservation of Coastal Ecosystems Report is a Performance Audit on 

óConservation of Coastal Ecosystemsô and was published by the Comtroller and 

Auditor General (CAG) of India.  

ü Key findings of the Performance audit: 

o MoEF&CC has not notified NCZMA  as a permanent body with 

recommended members. 

o Absence of any active and functional website to disseminate the information 

related to NCZMA. 

o Activities forming a part of the mitigation plan failed to be included in the 

Environment Management Plan. 

 

22. Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS) survey 2022 

In News 

Logistics Division, DPIIT, completes Survey for LEADS 2022 

About Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS) survey 2022 

ü The logistics division of DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry undertakes an 

annual LEADS survey in all States/ UTs to assess and suggest various improvements 

in logistics sector of the country. 

ü The LEADS 2022 survey further propels the transformative approach by of PM-Gati 

Shakti. 

ü It improves the logistics efficiency of the country which will also reflect positively on 

international indices, such as Logistics Performance Index (LPI) conducted 

biennially by the World Bank. 

 

23. Global Innovation Index 2022 
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In News 

Recently, India was ranked 40th position out of 132 in the Global Innovation Index (GII)  

2022 rankings released by World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO). 

About Global Innovation Index 2022 

ü Switzerland is the most innovative economy in the world in 2022 - for the 12th year 

in a row - followed by the United States, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the 

Netherlands. 

ü China is nearing the top 10 while Türkiye and India enter the top 40 for the first time. 

The Global Innovation Index 

ü The Global Innovation Index (GII)  project was launched by Professor Soumitra 

Dutta in 2007 during his tenure at INSEAD.  

ü Goal:To find and determine metrics and methods that could capture a picture of 

innovation in society that is as complete as possible.  

ü Published by:  

o It is published by WIPO, in partnership with the Portulans Institute and with 

the support of its corporate partners including the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII), the Brazilian National Confederation of Industry (CNI), 

Ecopetrol (Colombia), and the Turkish Exporters Assembly (TIM). 

ü It was the 15th edition this year. 

ü  The GII has also been recognized by the UN Economic and Social Council in its 

2019 resolution on Science, Technology and Innovation for Development as an 

authoritative benchmark for measuring innovation in relation to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

 

WIPO 

ü WIPO is the global forum for intellectual property (IP)  services, policy, information 

and cooperation. 

ü It is a self-funding agency of the United Nations, with 193 member states. 
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ü Its aim is to lead the development of a balanced and effective international IP system 

that enables innovation and creativity for the benefit of all. 

ü Its mandate, governing bodies and procedures are set out in the WIPO Convention, 

which established WIPO in 1967. 

 

24. Correcting Course Report 

In News 

Recovery analysis that points out what India got wrong. 

Correcting Course Report 

ü It is a World Bank report  which captures the impact of the COVID -19 pandemic on 

global poverty. 

ü It is the first time in two decades that the poverty rate has gone up. 

ü Global inequalities have widened. 

ü The report identifies three priorities for fiscal policy for governments to aid with post-

pandemic recovery:  

o Targeted subsidies that benefit the poor 

o Public investment to build resilience in the long term  

o Revenue mobilisation that should rely on progressive direct taxation rather 

than indirect taxes 

Indiaôs Performance 

ü The report relies on the Consumer Pyramids Household Survey (CPHS) by the 

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)  

ü The population below poverty line in India stood at 10% in 2020. 

ü The majority of Indiaôs stimulus package took the form of credit lines and refinancing 

schemes to private enterprises, which are inefficient mechanisms.  

ü Indiaôs food aid (PMGKAY)  is not a long-term solution, and certainly does not solve 

the problem of chronic malnutrition. 


